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Date: 4th March 2026

Hull’s children asked for it back, can you help make Foster Fest happen?

Last year something quite special happened in Hull.

Children and young people growing up in foster care told us they wanted a day that was just for them. A day where they could relax, laugh, try new things and meet other young people who understand what life in foster care is like.

So we created Foster Fest.

What happened next was more powerful than we ever imagined. Foster families came together, children played, carers chatted, young people tried activities they had never experienced before, and for a few hours everyone simply felt part of something joyful and shared.

At the end of the day the message from the children was very clear.
“We need to do this again.”

So we are.

Foster Fest 2026 will take place on Saturday 18 July, running from the afternoon into the early evening in the Kingswood area of Hull. It will once again be a closed community festival for children and young people in foster care, alongside the carers and families who support them every day.

As a local authority fostering service, we simply cannot create a festival like this alone.
Foster Fest only happens because people across Hull and the East Riding step forward and say, “Yes, we want to be part of that.”

Could you bring something to Foster Fest?

We are looking for businesses, community groups and talented individuals who might like to be involved by offering their time, skills, equipment or sponsorship.

That could look like:
• Running a stall or activity
• Delivering a taster session or workshop
• Performing, singing, dancing or entertaining
• Bringing a creative or sensory activity
• Supporting with food or refreshments
• Providing something fun like fairground rides, animals or games
• Sponsoring an activity so young people can enjoy it for free

This is not a commercial event.

It is a community celebration created for young people who have often experienced more challenges than most children their age. Many of them simply want the chance to feel included, have fun and make happy memories with the people who care for them.

When local businesses and organisations get involved, it sends a powerful message to those young people.
It tells them their city cares.

Why your involvement matters
Hull currently has almost 800 children living in foster care. They attend our schools, play in our parks and grow up in our neighbourhoods.

Foster Fest gives them something that belongs to them, a safe space where they can laugh, try new things and feel proud of the community around them.
Your support could mean a young person tries something they have never had the opportunity to experience before. It could mean a foster family has a day where they simply enjoy being together. It could mean a child leaves with a memory they will hold on to for years.
And that really matters.

See what Foster Fest looked like last year

Sometimes it is easier to see the impact than describe it.

You can watch a short video from last year’s event here: https://youtube.com/shorts/QTH7mA8xwPk?si=ByREH7ucpHxEEgJ3 

You can also view the festival brochure that every attendee received here:
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/19c505d21a.html 

Want to be part of it?

If you or your organisation would like to:
• Sponsor part of the event
• Run a stall or activity
• Perform or entertain
• Donate equipment or resources
• Offer your skills or time

We would absolutely love to hear from you.

Please contact Hull Fostering at fostering@hullcc.gov.uk

Together we can make sure Foster Fest 2026 is another unforgettable day for the children and families in our fostering community.


Laura Gawthorpe
Laura.gawthorpe@hullcc.gov.uk 
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