VCSE Network Meeting

Date: 27 May 2026 Location: Microsoft Teams
Chair: Cat Bradshaw, HEY Smile Foundation
	Welcome and Introductions
Cat welcomed attendees and noted apologies from Kerri Harold.
New attendees introduced themselves:
· Chloe Singleton – Public Health Officer, East Riding of Yorkshire Council
· Michelle Shanley – Clinical Director, Space to Be Heard CIC
· Lauren Saunders – Hull and East Riding Friends of the Earth
· Patricia Hirst – Oldroyd's Corner Community Garden

Jamie Lewis, CEO of HEY Smile Foundation and Strategic Place Lead for the VCSE sector in East Riding, also joined the meeting.


	Organisational Updates
RSPCA Hull and East Riding
Fred Owen announced plans for a £2.2 million redevelopment of the RSPCA centre in Hull.
The project will create:
· Modern animal welfare facilities
· A volunteering hub
· Social prescribing opportunities
· Educational space for young people
· Community engagement facilities
The redevelopment will adopt a holistic approach, recognising the links between animal welfare, community wellbeing and wider social issues. Organisations interested in learning more or exploring partnership opportunities were invited to make contact.
Community Transport
Jane Evison provided an update on the Bridlington Community Car Scheme.
Key points:
· Nine volunteer drivers have now been recruited.
· The scheme supports people attending medical appointments, particularly in Scarborough, Malton and York.
· Demand is already exceeding capacity and additional volunteer drivers are required.
· Work is beginning to explore the potential for a similar scheme in Goole and surrounding villages.
· The scheme is intended to complement, rather than duplicate, existing MediBus provision.

Crown Building, Bridlington
Jamie Lewis provided an update on plans for the Crown Building.
Key points:
· Approximately £5 million has been secured to support redevelopment plans.
· The vision is to create an enhanced health and community hub.
· The redevelopment will create additional space for VCSE organisations and services.
· The project aims to strengthen community-based health and wellbeing support in Bridlington.


	Teenage Pregnancy Event – Goole
Chloe Singleton shared plans for a future event focused on teenage pregnancy in Goole and sought feedback and support from network members.
The network agreed to provide space for further discussion and to support engagement with local organisations and partners where appropriate.

	Business Meets Community
Cat provided an update on the upcoming Business Meets Community event as part of Humber Business Week.
The event aims to:
· Connect businesses with VCSE organisations.
· Encourage volunteering and partnership opportunities.
· Increase awareness of community activity across Hull and East Riding.
· Create opportunities for future collaboration and support


	Volunteering Discussion
The group discussed current volunteering challenges and opportunities.
Themes included:
· Recruitment of volunteers.
· Retention and engagement of existing volunteers.
· Cost-of-living impacts on volunteering.
· Volunteer capacity and availability.
· Matching volunteers to suitable opportunities.
· Barriers created through onboarding, safeguarding and administrative requirements.

The role statutory partners can play in supporting volunteering infrastructure.

Feedback from this discussion will inform ongoing work to strengthen volunteering across Hull and East Riding.




	Action
	Lead

	Share details of the Bridlington Community Car Scheme and volunteer opportunities
	Jane Evison

	Continue exploration of community transport needs within Goole and surrounding villages
	Jane Evison

	Share information about the RSPCA redevelopment project with interested partners
	Fred Owen

	Circulate Business Meets Community event information
	HEY Smile Foundation

	Launch volunteering survey and encourage completion across the VCSE sector
	HEY Smile Foundation

	Explore support for teenage pregnancy engagement event in Goole
	Chloe Singleton and partners



Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 24th June 2026 11am – MS Teams
