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[bookmark: _Toc214530773]Purpose
This document provides key information about the Holiday Grants – including who is eligible, what we’re looking to support, and how to apply. 
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1. [bookmark: _Toc214530775]About the Programme
The Holiday Grants Programme offers one-off grants for schools, youth groups and non-profit organisations to take children aged 13 and under on recreational day trips or short residential trips.
We prioritise groups supporting disabled children and those with limited access to funds for holidays. In 2025, 60% of grants went to organisations working in the UK’s most deprived areas.
[bookmark: _Toc214530776]Who we want to support
We want to fund organisations and schools that:
Work in the 20% most deprived areas across the UK.
Support children facing significant financial or systemic challenges.
If your group isn’t located in a high-deprivation area but works with children facing significant financial or systemic challenges, please explain this in your application.
[bookmark: _Toc214530777]What we want to achieve
We want to help children who experience inequity and/or are disabled to go on fun trips. We fund schools, youth groups, and non-profit organisations planning one-time trips for children aged 13 and under. 
[bookmark: _Toc214530778]Programme details
Grants size £500 - £3,000
Trip length between 1 and 7 days
Children must be aged 13 and under
Trips must take place within the UK, Isle of Man or Channel Islands
Recreational trips only — no educational or religious aims
Application deadlines are based on when the trip takes place: 
Applications for trips between 12 January and 30 April are open from 1 December 2025 and 19 March
Applications for trips between 1 May and 30 September are open from 20 March and 19 August
Applications for trips between 1 October and 31 December are open from 20 August and 19 November
You must apply at least 6 weeks before the trip takes place.
You can only submit one application per calendar year.
2. [bookmark: _Toc214490712][bookmark: _Toc214530779]Eligibility Criteria
Your organisation must:
Be a school, youth group, not-for-profit organisation or a charity.
Have a year’s worth of accounts that have been audited or independently examined. If you are applying from a school, we’d need your most recent school inspection report.
Have annual income below £2m in your most recent published accounts, unless you are a school.
Be based in and deliver services in the United Kingdom (England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales), Isle of Man or Channel Islands

We cannot fund:
Organisations whose main activity is providing holidays or trips for children. We cannot support the running costs of play or holiday schemes. This includes us contributing towards your organisation’s regularly planned activities.
Organisations that have already been funded or rejected by the Holiday Grant Programme in the same calendar year.
Trips outside of the United Kingdom (England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales), Isle of Man or Channel Islands.
Trips that have already taken place.
Trips that are only for the benefit of an individual or a family.
Trips that include parents/families with aims of family bonding.
Trips that actively seeks to proselytise or promote any religion.
Trips to high-cost theme parks, musicals or sporting events.
Trips that include children aged 14 and over.
Trips that are educational or meet curriculum aims.
Trips that spend too much time travelling, the focus should be on the children’s fun experience.
More than one trip. You can apply for a day trip or residential up to 7 days, not multiple day trips across multiple days.
Applications for a trip in less than 6 weeks.
Applications that do not include a budget or completed risk assessment document.
Budget lines for contingency costs.
[bookmark: _Toc214490713][bookmark: _Toc214530780]Already funded by the Henry Smith Foundation?
If you currently receive a Henry Smith Foundation grant, you can still apply - but please speak to our programme team first.
[bookmark: _Toc214490714][bookmark: _Toc214530781]Not sure if you’re eligible?
We’re happy to talk it through. Contact us for an informal chat.
3. [bookmark: _Toc214490715][bookmark: _Toc214530782]How to apply
We’ve kept the process simple and clear. Here’s what to expect at each stage. 

[bookmark: _Toc214490716][bookmark: _Toc214530783]Eligibility quiz 
Start by taking our short eligibility quiz on our website to check if you are eligible to apply. 
[bookmark: _Toc214490717][bookmark: _Toc214530784]Full application 
We'll ask for information about your organisation, the trip location, the children attending, the costs and safety measures. We'll also carry out background checks during this stage by looking at information about your organisation available online. You can find a sample application on our website.
[bookmark: _Toc214490718][bookmark: _Toc214530785]Grant decisions
We’ll give you a decision on your application within 6 weeks of the day you send us your application. Decisions for applications sent in December will not be received before January the following year. Your grant must be spent within 6 months of the date that the grant was awarded.
4. [bookmark: _Toc214490719][bookmark: _Toc214530786]What we are looking for
We prioritise organisations based in the highest areas of deprivation and those that support children experiencing financial or systemic challenges. We use national statistics to determine this, examining factors such as low income and limited access to opportunities in your area. 
You can find out how your local area ranks by using the provided links for the country you live in. You’ll need your organisation’s postcode.
England – English Indices of Deprivation
Northern Ireland – Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure
Scotland – Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation
Wales – Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation
We also look at the local authority percentage in the Local Child Poverty Statistics 2025 published by the End Child Poverty Coalition and the Centre for Research in Social Policy at Loughborough University.
We prioritise trips that are fun and new experiences, such as camping, adventure activities, or visits to the seaside. For groups of disabled children, we look at the group’s access needs and the levels of deprivation in your area.
To fund as many applications as possible, we want to fund low-cost trips. Because of this, we do not support trips to high-cost places such as expensive theme parks, musicals, or sporting events. The average cost per child per day in 2025 was £64, but we cover higher costs for groups with children who need additional support to meet their access needs.
5. [bookmark: _Toc214490720][bookmark: _Toc214530787]What happens if you’re unsuccessful
We'll let you know the outcome and, where possible, provide feedback. You're welcome to contact us to discuss your application and how you might strengthen future applications.
6. [bookmark: _Toc214490721][bookmark: _Toc214530788][bookmark: _Hlk210221283]What happens if you’re successful
[bookmark: _Toc214490722][bookmark: _Toc214530789]Bank information
You will be asked to send us a copy of your bank statement dated within the last 3 months, detailing your: Sort Code, Account Number, and Account Name. If you are a school, we can accept a letter-headed invoice. 
By sending this in, you are also accepting the Terms and Conditions included in the offer letter.
[bookmark: _Toc214490723][bookmark: _Toc214530790]Final report
You will need to complete a report letting us know how the trip went, which is due within 2.5 months of your trip date. 
You can download a sample report form to see the questions we ask. Reports are completed and submitted online using the same login account you used to apply. If you agree to send us some photos in the report, we will send you a link to upload them.



7. [bookmark: _Toc214490724][bookmark: _Toc214530791][bookmark: _Toc214490725][bookmark: _Toc214530792][bookmark: _Hlk210307056]Support
Get in touch
We’re here to help. Whether you’re thinking about applying or just have a few questions, we encourage you to contact us before submitting your Expression of Interest. 
Call us on 020 7264 4970 
Request a callback and a member of our team will get in touch
If you have a specific question and prefer to write, feel free to email us at: holidays@henrysmith.foundation

We’re happy to talk through your plans and help you understand if this programme is the right fit for your organisation.
[bookmark: _Toc214490726][bookmark: _Toc214530793]Read our FAQs
Check our frequently asked questions before applying - this covers many common questions.
[bookmark: _Toc214530794]AI 
Get some tips on how to use AI from our website.
[bookmark: _Toc214490727][bookmark: _Toc214530795]Accessibility Support
We want this process to be accessible to everyone. If you, or someone in your organisation, needs support to complete the application because of disability, neurodivergence, language or communication barriers or other access needs we can help.
We offer an accessibility support grant to help cover the cost of things like BSL interpreters, scribes, translation services, assistive technology, or support workers. 
You can request: Up to £250 for Holiday Grant application 
[bookmark: _Toc214530796]How to request accessibility support
1. Get in touch and tell us what you need
Using one of the below options
Email: holidays@henrysmith.foundation
Phone: 020 7264 4970
Enquiry form: On our website

When you get in touch, let us know:
Your name and organisation
What kind of support do you need 
Who will provide the support (they must be UK-based) 
How much will it cost (up to the relevant amount)
Your preferred way and time to be contacted
No personal data concerning third party individuals should be included within your email without their explicit knowledge, and informed consent, that this information will be shared with the Henry Smith Foundation.  
We process all personal data provided to us in your email for the purposes of assessing your application, managing or monitoring any grant awarded and any related administration or research purposes in accordance with our privacy policy, a copy of which can be viewed here.
We reserve the right to share personal information to detect and prevent fraud and do not require your consent.

2. We’ll get back to you
We’ll aim to respond within five working days to confirm if the request has been approved. We will then make the grant to you.
If you’re not sure what kind of support you need or want to talk it through, we’re happy to have a chat. Please get in touch.
Full application 


Eligibilty quiz


Grant decision
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